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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS INSURANCE 
                “YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE” 

To contact me with regards to any of your insurance needs, including Long Term Care, 

Disability Income and Retirement Annuities, please call my office at (775) 427-5281 or 

email me at joseph.melancon@kofc.orgdistance 

 

Fraternally, Your Brother and Field Agent, 

Joseph Melancon, FIC 

Fraternal Insurance Counselor 

NV Insurance License #680570 

CA Insurance License #0G87473 
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Grand Knight George’s Corner 

Currently, the Council is experiencing a first quarter that is historically different 
and certainly unexpected. Old timers are asking “What’s happening?”  Years from 
now our grandchildren will be bragging about surviving the Winter of '23. It’s all 
about change. 

Normally at this time of the year, our Council would be marshalling area council 
support for the Bishop’s Annual Youth Rally at BMCHS, an event that we have 
prepared and served from 500 to 600 student lunches during the Bishop’s day-
long event. 

This year, Diocesan scheduling conflicts altered that program size and manner to 
just pizza for significantly fewer students at Immaculate Conception. There was no 
need for our volunteer help. Just financial aid. Even though our Council hit an 
unexpected activity lull, it was the perfect time to address some other important 
Council and Diocesan concerns.  

For three weeks, our Council promoted and sold Seminarian Education Fund 
raffle tickets within Holy Cross, an activity not permitted in the church since 
2015. Donation receipts were modest. It would have been beneficial if we were given 
some support from the pulpit, but it was a start. Another concern is that our 
member participation rate in this program is only at 22%. We can do better. 
Presently, we are at 58% of goal.  A blanket appeal to the membership is in 
progress. Please be generous. 

Also, during that three weekend mass period, the Council held its first 
membership drive within the parish in over two-years. I am pleased to announce 
and introduce Bro. Jim Beach, a new transfer-in from St. Michaels of Marin 
Council 10530, Navato, CA., and parishioners Arthur Taviera and Jeremie Pordon, 
both of whom made their combined exemplification on February 16th. These new 
members, plus a very successful Fraternal Benefits Night presentation, and the 
earliest filing in recent memory of our Columbian Award Application, all place us 
well on the path to Star Council. 
 
Avid readers of the Holy Cross parish bulletin would 
have noted that in the February 26/March 5 issue, 
our Worthy District Deputy Steven P. Schiwart was 
given “a big thank you” for a magnificent job in 
extending the podium, building the new altar for the 
Tabernacle, and installing a wood panel behind the 
main Crucifix. The panel can be highlighted by 
concealed perimeter lights that can coordinate color 
to match the period of the liturgical year.   
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Finally, it is sad to report that after more than 20 years of financial support by the 
Council, the doors of Casa de Vida have closed for good as of January 31st. The 
Council is currently studying options to continue our pro-life pregnancy center 
financial support initiative. Alternate pregnancy/wellness centers will be discussed 
at our upcoming Council Meeting. 

 

Upcoming Programs and Challenges 
 
The Knights of Columbus Assemblies in the Reno-Sparks area will be hosting the 
Relics of the Passion from February 28 to March 3, 2023, in various parishes. All 
are encouraged to attend one or more of these presentations. Each presentation 
lasts about 90 minutes and presents 10 Relics of Jesus' passion. Veneration follows 
each program.  The dates, times and locations in March are: 

• Wednesday, March 1, 2023, 5:00pm at St Theresa of Avila, 3000 N. Lompa 
Lane, Carson City, NV 

• Thursday, March 2, 2023, 5:00pm at St Therese of the Little Flower, 
875 E Plumb Ln, Reno, NV 

• Friday, March 3, 2023, 9:00am at Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church, 2900 McCarran Blvd., Sparks, NV 

First Friday Mass & Adoration:  This month’s 1st Friday falls on March 3rd.  Holy 
Cross will be holding its monthly Healing Mass at 9:00am with Eucharistic 
Adoration immediately following until 4:30pm. In addition, the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet will be prayed at 3:00pm. Consider spending an hour in prayer and 
meditation by your presence or in private. Just remember to let our Faith Director, 
W. Anthony Watts, know that you have participated. He can be reached at 
awatts@tvweather.com. 

Student Financial Aid: For years, our Council has provided financial assistance 
to BMCHS students and college scholarships to graduating high school seniors. 
Per our standing rules, students who are members of Holy Cross Catholic 
Community or who are the sons and/or daughters of Council members who are 
parishioners in other local area Catholic parish communities, are eligible for 
award. 

If you have or know of any eligible students who will be attending BMCHS in the 
coming year, or who will be graduating seniors from any accredited high school 
in need of scholarship support, encourage them or their parents to send an email 
request to Russ Bernhardt at rjb.nv@charter.net for instructions and application 
form(s) for either program, or as an alternate, just google “Ponderosa Council 
Council 4928” and click on the live links for either program. The submittal 
deadline for both programs is 3:00pm, Monday, April 17, 2023. 

Note: This student scholastic aid program predates and is distinct from the Holy 
Cross Catholic Community Fr. George Wolf Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
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Council Schedule 

Mar  

3 1st Friday Mass and Adoration Healing mass at 9:00am; Eucharistic 
Adoration 9:30am to 4:30pm. 

4 Monthly Prayer Vigil at West End 
Women’s Center 

Rosary at 10:30am at 5915 Tyrone Rd., 
Reno. 

7 February Council Meeting  7:00 pm; Holy Cross Catholic 
Community, St. Joseph’s Hall. 

16 Officers’ Planning Meeting 7:00pm; Holy Cross Catholic Community, 
Council Chambers. 

31 Stations of the Cross Stations start at 6:00pm at Holy Cross; 
donated bread and soup dinner follows  

Council Recognitions 

The Joyce Family: Bro. David Joyce is a Life Member 
with 45 years of service. His spouse, Mary Alice, was co-
chair with Kathy Peak for the Fr. George C. Wolf Estate 
Sale initiative held on the weekend of January 21-22 at 
Holy Cross. This estate sale raised over $2,700.00 
toward the parish college scholarship fund in memory of 
our deceased chaplain. Together this team volunteered 
16 hours in service planning, recruiting, and holding 
this event.  
 
Both Bro. Dave and Lady Mary Alice helped earlier in the 
year at the Annual Diocesan Conference. In addition, 
during the estate sale Bro. Dave doubled down by helping with the promotion of 
Seminarian Education Fund raffle ticket sales within the parish. 
                           
David Schebetta: Bro. Dave characterizes a new wave of recruits that foretells the 

future success of the Council in implementing Supremes’ 
Faith in Action program model.  He completed his Combined 
Exemplification only seven (7) months ago, and is a frequent 
participant in various fundraising, service initiative, and 
fraternal events.  In addition, he stepped up to the Council 
office of Inside Guard. 
 
This month he is recognized for greeting parishioners and 
handing out promotional flyers over three (3) consecutive 
weekends before the masses and assisting in the promotion 
of Council membership and other programs immediately 

thereafter. His efforts were one of the primary reasons why our Council was 
successful in adding a new transfer-in and two newly exemplified candidates. 
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W. Anthony Watts: SK Anthony continues to make a positive impact on Ponderosa 
Council 4928 with his energy, marketing skills, commitment, and technical expertise 
gained as a professional meteorologist and an on-air persona. 
 
This was manifested most recently with his input into and the 
production of over 500 double-sided promotional flyers 
handed out to parishioners over three weekends in support of 
the Nevada State Council Seminarian Education Fund raffle 
and the Council’s mid-year membership drive, covering all 
printing costs, and handing out many in person.  In addition, 
SK Anthony has stepped up to the office of Chancellor and is 
our FAITH Program Director. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

March – The Best Month for Basketball 
Dedicated to Mary’s Spouse, St. Joseph 

Happy Birthday to these Council Knights 

 

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Jesus Cuellar 03-03-1967 William J Weigle Jr 03-18-1971 

Ronald J Mc Clain 03-04-1966 Thierry V Barkley 03-21-1955 

Mark D Phillips 03-04-1960 Todd M Galati 03-22-1966 

David A Schebetta 03-14-1944 Herbert A Melendez 03-25-1970 

Rev Robert E Brooks 03-15-1955 David E Westhoff 03-29-1950 

Charles W Fielder 03-16-1988 Paul A Matteoni 03-31-1963 
 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

 
 

George A. Minter, GK 

Ponderosa Council 4928 
(775) 626-5474 

KofCGAMinter44@gmail.com 
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